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EDWARD P. MITCHE.
HONORED AT DINNER
BY 'AMEN CORNER';

7S9 linkers of Thought at
Feast Greet Long Time

Editor of 'The Sun.'

3IAKT1X GLYXX SPEAKS

President Lv Letter and
Governoin in Person Sliow

Their Esteem.

PIN MAKING CUT SHORT!

Frank A. Munsoy Pays (flowingTribute to Virtues of
Great Journalist.

For twenty-two years (their whole
uprightly history) the brethren of
the Amen Corner had been too busy;
until last night at the job of unsweil-
ing the heads of statesmen and near

statesmen to single out a single in-j
dividual, however remarkable for
"Character and achievements, as their
annual dinner guest of honor.
But last night at the Waldorf-As-

toria they broke the jestful habit of
years and called togetlier 730 guests,
of singularly varied activities and in-'
ifluence to assist them in paying honor1
to Edward Page Mitchell, who was

for many years editor in chief of
Tiie Sun and a notable figure in the
polished literature of America.
You may or may not know that the

Brethren constitute a group of alert
and observing persons (eldsters nowadays,alack and alas!) who began
to meet in professional rivalry and
understanding friendship back in the
days when the Fifth Averrue Hotel
was the political center of all the
United States there were, and when
Boss Piatt, holding forth in a corner

of the hotel lobby, with a red plush
' sofa as his throne, dealt out political'

wisdom like any Solomon. The group
has grown plump, or rich, but old
habits hold. They still josh those
worthy of joshing, and it required a

remarkable incentive for them to departfrom their habit. In the life of
Mr. Mitchell that incentive was

found.
The merit and the achievements of

Mr. Mitchell were golden threads runningthrough the flowing weave of lualf
11 dozen speeches in his honor.

These addresses, touching various
phases of an editorial and scholarly careerof well on to half a century, were

made by Martin IT. Glynn, former Gov2ernor, who delivered a special address
5 of appreciation; Frank A. Munsey, pro!prtctor of Tub New York Herald and

^ Tin; Sin; Benjamin It. Odell, former'
W Governor, n. long time nppreoiat<>r of

Mr. Mitchell's editorial style, and Job K.
Hedges.

"One of firralrit of Great."

To these friends Mr. Mitchell made rt*»
ply with gentleness and sentiment,
flashes of wit and diverting reminiscence.Edward C. Biggs, president of tho
.Arnen Corner and assistant to the presi

lentof the, New York. New Haven und
Hartford Kailroad, who was associated
with Mr. Mitchell for many years on

The Sun, presided and introduced the
.speakers witli tins tribute to the guest
of honor:
"On this occasion the Corner desires

to honor one of tho greatost of our

great editorial writers. He has been activefor fifty years, only those who
have been associated with him during
most of hi., eventful life may hope to
express tho deep and all abiding affectionand admiration for him. And these
sentiments are upp< rmost In the iiewspaperworld at home ami abroad.
"Yet it Is my privilege to state that

what James J. Hill Hiid Edward II.
Harrimun and their great successors in
railroad life were and are to the rallvroad world, what the late J. I*. Morgan
nnd ma great. successors were »nn are

1n tho financial world; what William
Kvarts and Etthu Root were and are

to the mighty legal profession; what the
.Rockefellers liavc been and are In tlielr
tremendous field; what our thinking and
constructive clergymen of all dcnomlna$
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oris have been and are to the moral
ought of the country; what our
Hunt captains of industry were and

i? in the commercial life of the nation
ill these Mr. Mitchell has been and Is
the editorial world of this nation and
the world at large. His responsibility
the people has been and Is mighty.

!e has been and is a great unshakabletower of constructive thought.
Vherever the English language is

ken Edward Page Mitchell is known
t1 ho-ored."
Job Hedges started the speech makingwith pleasant persiflage, as spurklingas any the Hedges hurior mill ever

turned out. Vet through It ran a vein
t.f warm seriousness in expressing for
the in.<..u i ntpany their appreciation

Edward P. Mitchell.
"I represent the common people so

:r as this audience is concerned." said
ib. scowling characteristically at the
i-owd. "The people are witlt you. Mr.
I itcheli. There is no acquaintance of
ours but who wants to be a friend. It
unusual In these days to find a moditman such as you. sir. Your pen Is

n, .»* tin* fptv that ran ntlark a. hich
row ;.nd be understood by a low brow.
We look upon you as Intellectually hoost,but sympathetic at the same tirrni
.Many men speak withiout thinking. You
a-rite after much thinking. You are
one of the few men who understood
urly in the war what it was all about
"My business is to make you wel

ome;to tell you in no conventional
phrase, wo love you. .For all you've
done, for all you've written, we owe

you much, Mr. Mitchell. You can never
be marked by the years. You can never

close your career. You are one of those
few men who are at the same time
respected and loved."

Another Man From Maine.

Mr. Riggs then Introduced Frank A.
Munsey as another Maine boy, in
allusion to the fact that Mr. Mitchell
was born In Maine and came to the
side of Dana of The Si'x from Maine.
"My association with Mr. Mitchell

goes back to 1916." Mr. Munsey began.
"Prior to that time I had never met
Mr. Mitchell. I had been reading The
Sux ever since I came to New York and
I had followed his writings with great
admiration. I tried, indeed, many times
to get him to write for my magazine, j
but the answer always came back that
he owed all his time and loyalty to his
newspaper. So when I finally bought
The Sun 1 said to Mr. Mitchell that the
only way I could get his services was

to buy his newspaper.
"My admiration for Mr. Mitchell since

that time has constantly increased, and
my love for him is like love for one's
family. He is gentle, diffident and refinednever self-asserting.altogether
so charming and so sweet in his attitudetoward all of his associates that he
is loved throughout the whole institution.
"When the admirable suggestion of

giving a dinner in honor of Mr. Mitchell
was broached to me by Kddle Riggs, he
asked me to speak at the dinner. I said
no. I said that I would be more than
pleased to sit at the table with other
gentlemen and discuss over the cigars
Mr. Mitchell's notable merits. I had in
n.lnd the thought that public speaking,
on one's feet, is like airpluning.you've
got to keep going or you'll fall. For a

man not. accustomed to public speaking
the difficulty is to keep going.

"I wonder if the younger members of
the Amen Corner.and some of the older
ones, too.realize how few are left of
the old time editors like Mr. Mitchell,
Mr. Charles R. Miller of the New York
Times and Mr. Ogden. also of the Times f
These are all old ,'ime figures, pretty
nearly all that are ieft, indeed. The old
school editor was a man apart from the
modern editorial writer. He was thorough.scholarly, a student of the Constitutionand of history. He had a r;oe

knowledge that gave to his work a dualitythat the editorial writer who discusseschiefly the news of tho day
jloesn't bring to his newspaper.
"The newspaper business is the most

diflloult I know of. It is highly technical.T* calls for a high degree of
business ability to guide a newspaper
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successfully ami to keep it off the rocks,
a higher degree than is culled for. I
believe, by any other business. Hut
in addition, one who guides a newspaper
must know Its news side and its editorialside, it is that thoroughness that
Mr. Mitchell has and that Is possessed
by Mr. Miller and Mr. Ogden.

''Talking with Mr. Miller not long
since, we both regretted that there were
so few men from whom to recruit editorialwriters. There Is an amazing
dearth of good editorial writers. I assumethat one of the reasons for this Is
that the news side of the newspaper,
with its features, hus absorbed attention,
and th.s is regrettable, for the heart of
a newspaper is its editorial page. All
papers are more or less alike in the presentationof news, but the individuality
of a newspaper shows in Its editorial
page. It is distinctly regrettable that we
have not more men like Mr. Mitchell.
We need such trained men to build up
our editorial pages.

"Mr. Mitchell is a great student of
constitutional law. In discussions over
such topics in our office lie never needs
to seek advice. Knowing Mr. Mitchell
as faithful readers of The Si:n know
iiiin, J asaumc lu s«.v uiui 11 u. sri'tti

Flty that he kept himself so much In
the background, so much that comparativelyfew know his personality. It
gives rr>e great pride to be here to-night
and to join in honoring Mr. Mitchell."

Martin II. Glynn's tribute to Mr.
Mitchell contained those entertaining
thoughts:

"You can't speak of Mr. Mitchell
without speaking of The Sun you can't
speak of The Sum without speaking of
many brilliant writers, some of whom
are here to-night, and of others who
have 'carried on' since Charles A. Puna
laid down hia pen. They are leaf and
branch, bark and twig of the same tree,
"Greeley made the editorial, Bennett

made the news column, but Dana
blended the spiclness of the one with
the charm of the other, and therein
lies the magic compound of The Sum.
And in this blending it is difficult to
tell where Dana leaves off and Mitchell
begins. Dana humanized the newspaper
as Dickens. humanized the novel. He
made The Sum love the world and revel
in life. Ho made The Sun picture the
human panorama, paint the passing
show. He made The Sum tell poker
stories and tell animal tales.
"He made The Sun play up nature,

and children and plants and everythingthat Is Interesting, curious and
strange. He made The Sun reflect Incidents,big and little, 'lively or sad,
life's meanest, mightiest things, from
fighting cocks to fighting kings.' In
short. Dana made people like The Sun
for the same reason that Daniel Webster
liked brandy: because it made thenfeelgood. Such was the tradition
handed to Mr. Mitchell, and nobly has
he 'carried on.'

"Molded by Dnnn."

"But if Mr. Mitchell had never mel
Mr. Dana he would have been a notable
figure. Dana molded Mitchell, he die
not make him. 'Who's Who' says Mr
Mitchell was born in Maine. I denj
it. Mr. Mitchell was born on thi
mythological hill of the muses, when
dwelt those nine beautiful maidens with
golden bands around their locks, perjsonifying the gentle arts of life. Bu!
I admit he got his sturdy Americanlsrr
from New England. In keeping wit!
his Americanism Mr. Mitchell is ai

optimist. I know not who coined tin
phrase. 'The Sun shines for all.' ant
I don't care who said, 'It you see it ii
The Sun it's so." because I know i
often isn't; but I do rejoice that MiMitchellwrote that characteristic bit o

Sun poetry:
" 'We may be happy yet.
You bet!'

"It is this mastery of playful jtidg
ment, this exploitation of sense in non

sense, that places Mr. Mitchell amoni
lie most delicious of satirists since th>
days of James Russell Lowell. Ii
hands such as Mr. Mitchell s satire lia
tremendous power to restrain eoncei
and confound folly. His satire is m

sardonic ridicule. It is simply poiishei
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raillery, allaying while It hurts, curing
while il cuts. When Mr. Mitchell
swings his satirical pen some faker,
some coxcomb, some charlatan soon

learns he Is up against the business end
of U bee.

"But Mr, Mitchell is not like the
Ozark fiddler who plays all his tunes on

one string, He is no writer of one note.
With Swift he can pick a crow. With
Addison lie can roar us gently as any
suckling dove, lie can soothe und he
can scar, and whether lie sears or

soothes, his writings bear tlio hallmark
of literature. He has the polish that
comes from intellectual elbow grease.
lie is always classic and yet is master
of the two fisted phrase of the street.
But above all he has the element of
surprise. A litterateur he is, but a news'
paper man always. He has done everyIthing on a newspaper but pi the type
and water the ink. He has written
everything but vers libre, and may the

f.veouL-o if ho pvpr u/ritr««a

that!

"linn Hun Literary Gauint."

"In fiction ho has written short
stories with the wclrdness of Poe, the
humanity of O. Henry. He has run the
literary gamut from editorials that coo
and editorials that sizzle, from analyses
of the 'crank,' definitions of the 'mugwump,'elucidations of the Binsteln
theory and explanations of what the
tariff ought to be but isn't, to frolicsomearticles on "What Is a Dodunk?'
'Could Mark Twain Fend Off a Comet
with a Boat Hook?" 'Can a Politician
Evolute on a Peanut'." 'How Should EngagedCouples Act at a Circus?' and 'Do
the Angels Play Football In Heaven?'.
And he has written them all to the
sportive strain of:

" 'We may bo happy yet.
You bet!'

"Mr. Mitchell Is a man of books, but
ho is 110 recluse, no fossil, no old fogy.
He puts himself on no pedestal. He
stands among tlie crowd and gets new

ideas, new notions and reacts to the
pathos and solemnity of man's prob1Jems. But in his reactions he Is never
intoxicated with the fumes of enthusiasm.His head may be among the stars
but his feet are always on the earth.
Cromwell insisted on being painted with
a wart upon his nose. That's Mr. Mitchell.He will not be blind to the obvious.
He has no illusions about hard facts.
He may not shout for the best possible
thing under the sun, but he stands for
the best possible thing under the sun
under the circumstances. He takes the
world as It is, and bad as it is he knows
it could be worse. He takes people as

he finds them and has no obstreperous
zeal -to improve on the handiwork of
the Almighty. He knows that revolu.tion may palliate and change, but that

i evolution alone cures. Hence it is that
in sunshine and storm, in darkness and

, light and in the dun of defeat Mr.
Mitchell stands up and sings:

" 'We may he happy yet.
You bet!' "

The Amenera and their guests went to
their feet when Mr. Mitchell, obviously
moved, arose to reply to the speeches or

* appreciation. He thanked the Brethren
warmly, saying that they were greater

' artists than Krelsler at playing upon the
heart strings and that lie thrilled at the

a wonderful tribute they had paid to him.

Kfwuiinprr Profession HI* Life.
"Tlie newspaper profession has been

1
my life." Mr. Mitchell went on. "Most

1 of us have strayed into this profession
^ to grow gray and in some cases bald

j headed. Many of us art stanch advo,rates of old school journalism and are

t liable to be the enemies of the more
advanced journalism. There are many

^ changes of person and processes everywherein the newspaper profession. One
thing is constant, the code of newspaper
honor, its independence and the willingnessto sink incomes into the profession
for the sake of professional respect and
news conscience."

5 Mr. Mitchell went on to say that the
e newspaper man's existence was one of
a persistence, and that the newspaper man
s who attacked the politicians of old for
t graft in the days of the construction of
0 the Pyramids anil the ones who made
1 the phrase "The Man of Destiny" for
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 8,
Napoleon are still at it to-day. He i

paid his respects to Mr. Hedges, to Mr. J
Munsey and to Mr. Olynn, and o( Mr. v

Munsey lie said with much fee .rig' s

"lie is a marvel of courage, of under- c

taking and tremendous accomplishment. 1

With these expressions from Mr. Mun- '

3ey and President Harding my evening '

is complete." 1

On account of the !atencs3 of the 1

hour Gov. Miller did not speak, cj;- J
pressing his compliments to Mr. Mitchell
personally.

I.elter From the President.

Mr. niggs read greetings from several
persons of importance, including tho
editor of the Marion .Star, nowadays re.

ferred to a3 ihe President of the United
States. All the feli dtators made it cjulte
clear that they were sincerely and extremelysorry they could not be present
to join personally in the tribute to one

whom they respected and admired so

strongly. The President wrote:
"THE WHITE HOUSE.

"Washington.
"Mr Dear Mr. Riggs :

"I am half inclined to be aggrieved
with you for again calling my attention

iu« * *Vto+ tVin Ampn Cnrnnr Is to

have a dinner on January 7, In honor;
of Mr. Edward T'nge Mitchell, tho vet-
eran editor and publicist. My aggriev-
jfince, however, is entirely related to the
fact that your invitation suggests the
possibility of so thoroughly pleasurable
an occasion in which it is impossible for
me to participate. I can imagine few
greater pleasures than to Join with your
associates of the Amen Corner In payingthe tribute which has been so richly
earned by Mr. Mitchell.

"I cannot refrain from taking you
to task Just a little bit for enclosing
me an array of biographical data concerningMr. Mitchell. Ever since I beganaccumulating newspaper assocla-
tions and background Mr. Mitchell has
been an inspiration and an object of
both my admiration a«d my affection.
He is one of the men about whom we

little need biographlcnl data, because
his life has been particularly an out- ,

spread page, from which the world has
been able to read every day for a half
century. Still, it is true that even his
newspaper friends and admirers are betteracquainted with his journalistic work
than with what we are pleased to call
the literary side. I wish some of his
stories, particularly some of the whimsicalbits of old-time reporting that he
did, were better known, and that that
unique institution, "The Sun Story,"
were more frequently a model for presentday newspaper writers. I hope T
may say this, in my capacity as one of
you newspaper men. without seeming to
preach from a Presidential pulpit.

"I do not remember anybody among
American Journalists who has so long
occupied a place of such unique distinctionas that of Mr. Mitchell. His career
covers the beginnings, the development
and the acting present of the great era

of metropolitan Journalism in this country.In all its stages he lias been a

leading and dominating participant, and
the best of all the good things that may
be said for him is that he lias always
stood for the finest newspaper ideals
and the most unselfish und patriotic
public purposes.

"it is n. verv treat disappointment
that my engagements arc such that I
am not able to join you in your tribute
to this noble veteran of our profession.
I wish you would express to Mr. Mitchell
my very best wishes that he may have
several more decades of the same useful
activities that he has carried on for the
last half century.

"Very sincerely,
"Warren G. Harding."

#
Other Notable Tributes.

From the Secretary of State, the
American Ambassador to Great Britain
and Chaunccy At. Depew these regrets
and eulogies were read:
"Mr Dear Mr. Biggs:
"I have received your letter of T>coember6 and I appreciate most cordiallyyour invitation to attend the

dinner of the Amen Corner in honor of
Kdward Page Mitchell on January 7.
Nothing would give me greater plcasnce.....iii

k 125th
, Street
'inc. West

BEGINNING
MONDAY

1

.

garments for
lical women.

lored Silks
ulard; new Spring/ -i /jq
:s wide.... \ 1

iffeta; plain and/ i
inches wide...... $ 1*#0
t Crepe; also black; / 0 00
in; five colors and) ty j-Q
3 wide.... J ^*05/
Chine; all colors) < iq

nches wide \ 1 15/
r; in Spring shades;) ^ 30
P°T: | 79c
iA/nnl Flrocc nnnrlc
W f V/V/l J-/ A VWJU v# V/V/VIV9

I 1.75
f 1.49
I 1.98

3uiting: | 1.89
!onn and Woolens, Second Floor.

~mn
8^!! i

1922.
ire than to attend this dinner and to
oin in the tribute to Mr. Mitchell, fo'vliomI have the highest regard, but 1
un afraid that it will be impossible. 1
:annot be sure that tho conference will
te over by that time, and if it is it
vill have so recently udjourned that
ihere is every probability that I shall
>e engaged in closing up important
natters in connection with It. I do
tot see any reason to hope that I shall
je able to come to New York at that
time.
"Regretting that I must disappoint

you and miss th# pleasure of this occasion,I am.
"Very sincerely yours.

"Charles 12. Hughes."
"mr Dear Mb. Rigo»:
"President the Amen Corner,

"Now York. N. Y.:
"My most respeciiVi salutations iy

Edward Page Mitchell, the greatest
writing journalist, bar none, tho world
has ever produced.

"George Harvey."
"Mr. Edward G. Riggs :
"I am broken hearted that T cannot

be with you at the Amen dinner. I
wanted to sit under your autocracy, tc
pay tribute to the greatest living edi-
torial writer and master ot me mine?
that are and are to be. and to meel
my brethren of the Amen Corner, bui
on account of Mrs. Depew's health 1
cannot. With a Happy New Year and
lots of them for yourself.

"Affectionately yours,
"Chauncey M. Defew."

Kanniuklng Cat Short.

The brethren of the Amen Cornel
have done their part over a considerabh
sweep of years in reducing bumps o

esteem cherished by statesmen, neat
statesmen and merely politicians. Thej
have gibed, they have jested and the\
have flouted on occasion, always with
good humor and saucy wit. Being what
they are, insiders in the field of political
lore, knowing the great and almost great
for merely human beings with faula
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